CHATAN-KADENA CHOJIN KAI NAomMI CHINEN

Serving as an officer and club president from 2004 to present provided Naomi with
numerous opportunities to grow in her knowledge and appreciation of her Okinawan heritage.
With the help of fellow officers and directors she helped plan and organize annual club picnics,
shinnen enkais, and also the successful phone bank night that helped raise funds for the
acquisition of lands across from the Okinawa Center.

Overseeing a very busy shave ice booth at the Okinawa Festival, helping to organize and
run andagi booths at numerous events, and participating in cultural exchanges at a Maili
homeless shelter were further opportunities for working with club members and their families and for Naom| to feel
pride and joy in being able to share the Uchinanchu spirit and its unique traditions.

CLuB MoTOBU YEICHI & MITSUYO UYEUNTEN
Club Motobu is proud to honor Yeiichi & Mitsuyo Uyeunten as this year's
Uchinanchu of the year. They have been long time supporters of the club, and
have attended the annual shinen enkai, picnics, and other events for over the past
50 years. While other families have grown away from their Okinawan culture, the
Uyeunten family has continued to be proud of their Okinawan roots. Yeiichi &
Mitsuyo have attended annual events together with their children &
grandchildren. Their Uchinanchu pride has led to 4 of their grandchildren, Sean,
Melissa, June, & Calvin, travelling to Okinawa this past summer and passing the annual Ryukyu Shinpo Geino no
Konkuuru exam in classical sanshin at all 3 levels. Congratulations Yeiichi & Mitsuyo!

GAZA YONAGUSUKU DosHI KAl COLETTE SHIROMA
Gaza Yonagusuku Doshi Kai is proud to nominate Colette Shiroma as member of the year.
Colette, for many years, has volunteered herself and continues to encourage her children to take
active roles in planning club activities such as Gaza’s shinnen enkai, annual summer picnic and

HUOA Okinawan Festival anda-dog food booth. This has led her children, grandchildren and
nephews and nieces to understand the meaning of being an Uchinanchu by working together
and moving Gaza Club forward.

GINOWAN SHIJIN KAl TAKEO “TAKE” SHIMABUKURO

Takeo “Take” Shimabukuro with “Uchinanchu Spirit” is a dedicated and long-time member of
Ginowan Shijinkai. He is very active in our Club activities as an AZA Representative and helps
out with our Shinnen Enkais, picnics and funerals. He is also active with HUOA activities going
door-to-door for the first HUOA Capital Campaign and also helping with the mail/phone for the
present Capital Campaign, Okinawan Festivals, Craft Fairs and stuffing envelopes for the
Legacy Campaign. He loves to golf and is always willing to lend a helping hand to others.
Congratulations “Take” as Ginowan Club’s Uchinanchu of the Year!

GINOZA SONJIN KAl VINCE WATABU

Vince Watabu and has been the president for the past four years and continues as the
current president of the Ginoza Son Jin Kai. Although he was not active in the club for many
years he had fond memories of his childhood experiences at Ginoza’s activities such as the
annual picnic. With the fond memories he willing undertook the presidency so he could
encourage the younger persons in the member families to participate, to connect with their roots
and revive the Uchinanchu spirit and pride.

He participated in a wider role through various HUOA functions before he became active in
the club and is still called upon to serve in various capacities for HUOA. Always cheerful and
willing to help and with his wide network he had made the activities of the club more appealing for the members. He is
called upon by the members to fulfill their expectations of his role as president. He is cognizant of his role of in the
club and makes sure that he always leads and participates actively. He also actively encourages the participation by
his relatives and family.

GUSHIKAWA SHUJIN KAI THE LATE MR. ALLEN AGENA

Gushikawa Shijinkai is proud and honoured to select our Co-Uchinanchu of the Year
posthumously to Allen Agena. Allen was a true Uchinanchu in all aspects of his life. To his
family and friends, to his church and to the Okinawan community, Allen truly exemplified the
Uchinanchu spirit of aloha and compassion for all people. His quiet and behind-the scenes
contributions to society will always be remembered by all who knew and respected him. May
his life be a shining example of someone who serves others before himself.






