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Irei No Hi Remembrance Event 2017

“I

rei no Hi,” known as Okinawa’s Memorial Day, is commemorated on
June 23 each year in Okinawa. It is a time when citizens remember and
honor the thousands of people, both military and civilians, who lost their lives
in the Battle of Okinawa, the last and one of the biggest battles of the Pacific at
the end of World War II.

Thursday, June 22, 2017,
5:30-8:30pm
Hawaii Okinawa Center Legacy Hall
5:30pm–Arrival and pick-up
pre-ordered bento
Meet with some of the Military
Intelligence Service (MIS) Veterans that
helped save thousands of our Okinawan
families, friends, and ancestors.

6:30pm–Program Welcome
and Introduction
7:00pm–Viewing of movie
“Senju No Chimugukuru”
(Compassion in a War Zone)
9:00pm–Event ends

The NHK documentary, “Compassion in a War Zone (Senju No Chimugukuru)”
tells the real life story of the struggles that Okinawans endured during and
after the war. It is a moving and compelling documentary highlighting the
efforts of Nisei soldier, Taro Higa, and other Nisei who saved thousands of lives
as the Pacific war came to an end.
Taro Higa, who was born in Hawaii and raised by his grandparents in
Okinawa as a youngster, was wounded in Italy as a 100th Infantry Battalion
soldier. He returned from Europe and was assigned to visit Japanese American
internment camps to share the stories of our Nisei soldiers at war. He later
requested an assignment to Okinawa as he learned the Battle of Okinawa was
to take place.
He also helped with survival efforts after the war ended by arranging for
aid from the American Red Cross and Uchinanchu from Hawaii and was part of
the shipment of pigs and goats to Okinawa. This is a movie not to be missed.
• RSVP by June 12, 2017 to attend and pre-order bentos.
• There will be no admission charge to view the movie.
• Volunteers are needed to help with set-up and other tasks.
For more information, to RSVP and/or help, contact: Gwen or Ann at
Ireinohi2017@gmail.com, or call HUOA at 676-5400.

Irei Sai–Honoring 12 Okinawan
Pows Who Died In Hawaii
A special memorial service will be held on
Sunday, June 4, 2017 at
Jikoen Hongwanji, 3 p.m.–4 p.m.
Approximately 30–40 people will be coming from Okinawa,
including descendants of the deceased POWS whose remains
have not been returned to their families in Okinawa. Leading the
group is 90-year-old Hikoshin Toguchi who was among the 3,000plus POWS who were sent to Hawaii. Please join us at Jikoen.
Dinner and a special program at the Pagoda International
Ballroom will take place at 6:00 p.m. Please join us in welcoming
our friends from Okinawa. Cost: $30 per person. No Host Cocktails.
Reservations required. Deadline to call 676-5400 is May 26.

